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ing, nor geve their mindes to any knowledge of thinges.   But
ydelnes they utterly forsake and eschue, thinking felicitie after
this life to be gotten and obteined by busie labors and good
exercises.    Some therfore of them attende upon the sicke,
some amende high waies, dense ditches, repaire bridges, digge
turfes, gravell and stones, fel and cleave wood, bring wood,
corne and other thinges into the cities in cartes, and serve not
onelye in commen woorkes, but also in private laboures as
servauntes, yea, more then bondmen.    For what so ever un-
pleasaunt, harde and vile worke is  anye where, from the
whiche labour, lothsomnes and desperation doth fray other,
al that they take upon them willingly and gladly, procuring
quiete and rest to other, remaininge in continual woorke and
labour themselves, not embraidinge1 others therewith.    They
neither reprove other mens lives, nor glorie in theire owne,
These men, the more serviceable they behave themselves, the
more they be honoured of all men.   Yet they be divided into
two sectes.    The one is of them that live single and chast,
absteining not onely from the companie of women, but also
from eating of fleshe, and some of them from all maner of
beastes.  Whiche utterly rejecting the pleasures of this present
life as hurtfull, be all wholye set upon the desier of the lyfe
to come, by watchynge and sweatynge hoopinge shortly to
obtaine it, being in the rneane season merie and lustie.   The
other secte is no lesse desirous of laboure, but they embrace
matrimonye, not despisynge the solace therof, thinking that
they can not be discharged of their bounden duties towardes
nature without labour and toyle, nor towardes their native
countrey Without procreation of children.   They abstaine from
no pleasure that doeth nothinge hinder them from laboure.
They love the flesh of foure footed  beastes, bicause they
beleve that by that meate they be made hardier and stronger
to woorke.    The Utopians counte this secte the wiser, but the
other the holier. Which in that they preferre single life before
matrimony, and that sharp life before an easier life, if herein
they grounded upon reason they would mock them.   But now
forasmuch as they say they be led to it by religion, they honor
1 upbraiding.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